
Getting Started with SASIINSIGH"fID 
Developed and Written by Destiny Corporation 

Working With Existing Data Sets 
Let's invoke insight again, a different way and load an existing SAS 
data set SubmH the following code: 

Select the following data set or one your instructor specifies. 

This is a location allowing us to specify standard data set options. 
Where, Drop, Keep and Rename are all available, including the other 
standards. 

Select OK and OPEN and the data set is loaded. 
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Now, let's select particular observations. From the Pull-down Menu, 
Select Edit, Observations, and Find. 

The Find Observations screen is displayed. 

Select STATUS = '0' for divorced. 

Now, selecting Find Next will take you 
to each of the selected observations in 
the SAS data set. 



each of these 
observations, select 
Observations from the menu, 
and then Examine. 

All of the selected observations 
are displayed, allowing you to 
examine the values in the 
variables individually. 

Select II1II when finished. 

You can also apply formats to particular 
variables. Select Formats from the 
menu, and choose a format. 
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The following window appears. 

Several variables can be selected and formatted. 

Select IIlIiJJ when finished. 

Insight also gives the ability to delete currentfy selected observations. 
Select Delete from the EdH menu, and the observations are removed 
from this table. 



To rearrange the order of the table columns and rows, select Tools 
from the Edit, Windows pull down menus. 

Box window appears. 

is a window that allows selection of data and 
ma"4P'ulal~on of the data. 

hand for manipulation 0 

Point with the hand to the column you wish to move. 

Drag the column to the destination location. 
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Drop the column in the desired location. 

The same can be done with observations. Highlight the observation 
you wish to move. 

Drag it to the destination you desire. 

Drop it on that destination. 



Tum off the hand selection in the Tools window. 

/,----1' First, select TOOlS' 

Then Reselect the Arrow, or Selection Tool 

Then close the tools window. 

Histogram/Bar Chart(Y) 
Let's start a bar chart from the Analyze menu. 

The following window appears asking for variables to specify. 
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To customjze what we want to see from this bar chart, select I[~. 

At this time, we won't change anything, so select _ ,Then select 

_ ' and the following Histogram appears. 

Clicking on one of the bars allows the selection of the corresponding 
observations in the data table and a display of the value (frequency) on 
the bar chart 



Double clicking on the bar displays the following Examine 
Observations window showing all of the corresponding observations 
and their variables. 

Select OK to end this 
window and on the 
Histogram, click the right 
mouse button or select 
the right arrow button to 
get the following menu. 

This menu allows for 
customization of the 
graph. Select TIcks to 
display the TIcks window. 

Select Values to display the values on the Bar Chart. 
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End out of the histogram and lefs look at Grouping the data. Highlight 
the variable desired for grouping the histogram and click the right 
mouse button to get the following scenario. 

Select the Histogram/Bar Chart (Y) menu item. 

Specify the variable WEIGHT. Notice the 
existence of the Y variable. 

Upon selecting OK, the following bar chart appears for the first 
grouping value. 

"".=-.. - .... -. -. -', I 

• 

• 

• 
• 
y 

Scatter Plot (Y X) 
Select the following from this menu. 

The following screen appears . 
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Configure it for the 
variables SALARY as Y 
and AGE as X, 

Select _ 

this scatter plot. 
to see 

To vi_ a particular 
point, simply click on 
the point of interesl 

The observation 
number is displayed, 
Double clicking on it 
displays the 
following window. 

Selecting i_I 
retums you to the plOl 
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To select an area of 
observations on the 
plot, simply highnght 
them. 

They now appear as 
follows. 

Now, we can 
examine all of the 
observations that 
apply. 

Selecting '811 
returns us to the plol 
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Click outside the 
highlighted area to 
remove the 
selectiqn. 



Rotating Plot (Z Y X) 
To create a rotating plot, select the following. 

The following screen appears. 

Change the Z, Y, and X axes to the following. 

Select .. to see the ways we can customize this rotating plot 

Then click _ and _ again to see it. 

~I-i--

-----------------,~ To enlarge the plot, click on the border of the plot and drag it to enlarge 
it. 
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Right click or select the right arrow to display the 
customization menu. TIck increments can be 
specified per variable. 



Observations can be displayed or hidden. 

The following shows the plot with observations tumed off. 

Rays can be added that extend from the center out to each point 
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A cube can be drawn around the points to 
dimension to the plot. 

Depth allows you to add perspective. Points closer are large and. 
points further are smaller. 
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To toggle any dynamic display algorithms specified, select Fast Draw. 

Marker Sizes can be adjusted. 



The Windows Menu 
Lefs examine the Windows Menu and it's options. 

Renew restores the original state of this window. 

Copy Window - creates a copy of the window to work with. 

Align -----aligns the graphs in the window. 

Animate animates the movement between observations. 

Freeze freezes this window so no changes affect its 
display. 

Select All --- selects all of the observations. 

Lefs demonstrate Animate. This is designed to 
allow you to find certain objects on the plot and to 
understand their relationship to each other. As each 
observation is highlighted in this list box, the point 
on the plot is enlarged. Try it. 

Tools Menu 

The Tools Menu brings up the Tools window to allow selections of data 
and the way they are displayed. 

The following Tools Menu is displayed. Adjust your screen to look like 
the following so the plot is also displayed. 
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In the Tools Menu, we can select observations to display in a certain 
color. Select anyone of the color buttons to get this window. 

Select the algorithm for observation selection for this color. 

In the Tools Menu, we can select observations to 
display in a certain marker, i.e. Diamond, Square, 
Circle, etc. Select anyone of the marker buttons to get 
this window. 

We can also use the Hand to manually rotate the plot. 
Try this and then move the hand around the plot. 



_~AoldtJn~ Pill! SAVED DEMOGtUS ~[.i!~ 
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To Zoom in and out of certain areas on the plot, select the magnifying 

glaSS •. 

Repeated clicks with the mouse on the plot allow you to zoom in on it. 
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Zooming back out can be done with repeated clicks outside or at the 
edge of the plot. 

------------------,~ 
To select a point, click on it and its observation number will be 
displayed. 

__ ,,_ .. ___ " ___ ••• _._ ••• __ • ______ ._.~ _____ ... __ .M ... '_._ .. _.j 

Double click on it and the Examine Observations window is displayed. 



Then reselect the arrow on the tool bar. 

© Destiny Corporation 1996. 
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